TRANSPORTATION  AND  COMMERCE             161

Simplon Pass, and much of the German-Italian trade makes use of the
St. Gotthard Pass. The Mount Cenis Tunnel between Lyon and Torino
(Turin) provides communication between the Rhone Valley and
northern Italy.

1 Farther to the east the Brenner Pass connects Bavaria with the
Mediterranean. This route runs from Miinchen (Munich) by way of
Innsbruck to Verona and Venezia. It has been of great historical im-
portance, and it played no small part in making Venezia the leading
commercial center of the Middle Ages. Although its importance has
somewhat declined, it is still extensively used.

The low elevations between the Alps and the Dinaric Alps provide
the way for railroads connecting Austria with Trieste, and Fiume with
the Hungarian plain. These routes were of considerable importance
before the World War, Trieste being the chief port of Austria and
Fiume the leading port of Hungary. Today these routes are cut by
national boundaries, and both cities are within Italy, which has other
ports on the Adriatic. Consequently, they are of less importance than
formerly.

The Karst slopes of the Dinaric Alps serve as a most effective
barrier to transportation. They are crossed by only one standard-gauge
railway, and other means of cross communication are limited. Conse-
quently, despite its long coast line, Yugoslavia is most effectively cut
off from the sea.

The Pyrenees have long been an effective barrier to transportation.
The principal rail routes between Spain and France pass around the
eastern and western ends of these mountains. It was not until 1928
that a railway was constructed across them. The height and ruggedness
of the mountains, and especially the lack of glaciated valleys to serve
as easy approaches to the passes, have been the principal factors which
have retarded cross communication.

The Caucasus resemble the Pyrenees in the difficulties which they
impose to cross transportation routes. It is possible that railways may
be constructed across them in the future, but so far the demands for
such roads have not been sufficient to lead to their construction.

The Scandinavian highlands are the only extensive barriers to east
and west transportation to be found in northern Europe. Their eleva-
tion and width, as well as the climatic conditions near the crest of the
divide, have been serious handicaps to cross communication. The route
from Lulea to Narvik is the only one crossing the highlands in the
northern section of the peninsula. However, toward the south, where